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Introduction

=l

LL PRAISE BELONGS to Allah, as He ought to be praised and peace and

Aalutations be upon our master Muhammad, who made the ways clear

and passed on the message exactly as he received it. May Allah be

pleased with his noble and righteous Companions who followed his upright way,
to which kings and nations yielded and submitted in awe.

Muhammad al-Khudari (the author), son of Shaykh ‘Afifi al-Bajuri says:

My brother, may Allah & inspire you and me. After I wrote a book on the life
of the Prophet « which I named Niir al-Yagin, you asked me to follow it with a
book on the history of the Prophet’s 4 Rightly-Guided Caliphs. It was in their
era that Islam expressed its highest manifestations and it was through their
words and actions that it displayed its most beautiful jewels. My brother, you
asked me to follow the style of my previous book in simplicity of expression, and
to strive to gather the histories of these caliphs, scattered here and there in the
voluminous works that would otherwise tire the reader. You mentioned to me
that one of the greatest ways of disseminating a spirit of energy and endeavour
in the ummah is to remain devoted to studying the history of its elders, so that
it may know how they overcame the numerous hardships which almost came
between them and their lofty goals and so it may know the fruits of following
Islam and following its systems of regulation.

I realised your noble objective, your genuine faith, and your solicitude for
your community. I therefore decided to help you in achieving your objective
and to overcome the obstacles that prevent me from fulfilling this immense task
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16 THE HISTORY OF THE FOUR CALIPHS

seeking the help of Allah i, and what an excellent helper He is! I have divided
the book into two sections:

One: The Era of Unity

This era comprises the Islamic conquests during the time of the two caliphs, Aba
Bakr 2 and “‘Umar &, and a major portion of the time of ‘Uthman ibn Affan .
I follow this part with a small section on the system of regulations of the Muslim
nation of that time, the exemplary brotherly interaction of the Muslims and the
efforts they made to realise what the Messenger of Allah 2 spoke of regarding

the spread of Islam in east and west.

Two: The Era of Differences and Tribulations

This era extends from the last days of the caliphate of “‘Uthman & until Ali
# was killed and his son Hasan #; handed over the reins of the caliphate to
Mu‘awiyah &, (may Allah be pleased with all of them). I follow this with a small
section illustrating the consequences of differences and schisms in the Muslim
ummah. This I have done so that the book may be a valuable lesson, by the help
of Allah, for the Muslims in general.

I precede these two sections with a small introduction on the subject of the
caliphate and anything related to it.

I hope that this book is warmly received by my Muslim brothers, as they
warmly received my previous book. All praise is due to Allah & that I have full
confidence in my efforts, for I seek nothing thereby but the pleasure of Allah &:.
I ask that this book be a means for attaining wonderful treasure in the Hereafter,
that it be an inspiration for the Muslims which increases their strength and that
Allah & sends His help to them.

The following are the works I refer to in compiling this book:

o The Sahih of Abu ‘Abdillah Muhammad ibn Isma‘il al-Bukhari al-Ju‘fi
(Sahih al-Bukhari); the places where he paid particular attention to infor-
mation on the Companions 2.

o The Sahih of Abw’l-Husayn Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri (Sahih
Muslim).

o Tarikh ar-Rusul wa’l-Muluk (‘History of Kings and Prophets’), Aba Ja‘far
Muhammad ibn Jarir at-Tabari, except for the section of Siffin because I did
not have the volume which contains this information (Tarikh at-Tabari).

o Al-Kamil fi t-Tarikh (‘“The Complete History’) Aba’l-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Abi
’l-Karam Muhammad, popularly known as Ibn al-Athir al-Jazari.
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o Tarikh, Abd ar-Rahman ibn Khaldan al-Maghribi.

o Tarikh, Ali ibn al-Hasan al-Masadi, a descendent of Abdullah ibn Mas‘ad
4, the Companion of the Messenger of Allah 2.

o IThya’‘Ulum ad-Din (‘Vivification of the Religious Sciences’), Aba Hamid
Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Ghazali.

o Siraj al-Mulik (“The Lamp of Kings’), Aba Bakr Muhammad ibn
Muhammad al-Fihri at-Tartashi.

I have taken upon myself to specify reference sources wherever I see it as impor-
tant, as I am aware of your eagerness for it.
Allah is the giver of success.



THIS BOOK is a concise and immensely satisfying histori-
cal account of the first four caliphs of Islam, Aba Bakr,
A ‘Umar, ‘Uthman and Ali 4, who because of their rectitude,
became known as the “Rightly-Guided Caliphs”. The author

j provides a clear and fast-paced account of the battles and
internal struggles of the four caliphs, as well as that of the fifth, Hasan ibn Ali .
He avoids long excursions into the technical intricacies and obscure historical
detail found in longer books. However, he refreshingly puts forward a balanced
and convincing analysis of the contentious issues involving the four caliphs,
such as Ali ibn Abi Talib’s « delay in giving the pledge, the insurgency against
‘Uthman s, the battles of the Camel and Siffin, and the disputes between Ali
and Mu‘awiya .

The author’s analysis leaves the reader with a clear understanding and helps
to increase the love and respect for the Prophet of Allah # and his Companions.

This book will surely satisfy your curiosity about the immediate period after
the Prophet’s & departure from this world. It will relieve your heart of any con-
fusion you feel about the events of that time. This is a book written for readers
of any age, hence an inspiring read for the young and old alike.
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