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Introduction 

•

ll praise belongs to Allah, as He ought to be praised and peace and 
salutations be upon our master Muḥammad, who made the ways clear 

and passed on the message exactly as he received it. May Allah be 
pleased with his noble and righteous Companions who followed his upright way, 
to which kings and nations yielded and submitted in awe.

Muḥammad al-Khuḍarī (the author), son of Shaykh Aʿfīfī al-Bājūrī says: 

My brother, may Allah  inspire you and me. After I wrote a book on the life 
of the Prophet  which I named Nūr al-Yaqīn, you asked me to follow it with a 
book on the history of the Prophet’s  Rightly-Guided Caliphs. It was in their 
era that Islām expressed its highest manifestations and it was through their 
words and actions that it displayed its most beautiful jewels. My brother, you 
asked me to follow the style of my previous book in simplicity of expression, and 
to strive to gather the histories of these caliphs, scattered here and there in the 
voluminous works that would otherwise tire the reader. You mentioned to me 
that one of the greatest ways of disseminating a spirit of energy and endeavour 
in the ummah is to remain devoted to studying the history of its elders, so that 
it may know how they overcame the numerous hardships which almost came 
between them and their lofty goals and so it may know the fruits of following 
Islām and following its systems of regulation.

I realised your noble objective, your genuine faith, and your solicitude for 
your community. I therefore decided to help you in achieving your objective 
and to overcome the obstacles that prevent me from fulfilling this immense task 
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seeking the help of Allah , and what an excellent helper He is! I have divided 
the book into two sections:

One: The Era of Unity
This era comprises the Islamic conquests during the time of the two caliphs, Abū 
Bakr  and ʿ Umar , and a major portion of the time of ʿ Uthmān ibn ʿAffān . 
I follow this part with a small section on the system of regulations of the Muslim 
nation of that time, the exemplary brotherly interaction of the Muslims and the 
efforts they made to realise what the Messenger of Allah  spoke of regarding 
the spread of Islām in east and west.

Two: The Era of Differences and Tribulations
This era extends from the last days of the caliphate of ʿUthmān  until Aʿlī 
 was killed and his son Ḥasan  handed over the reins of the caliphate to 
Muʿāwiyah  (may Allah be pleased with all of them). I follow this with a small 
section illustrating the consequences of differences and schisms in the Muslim 
ummah. This I have done so that the book may be a valuable lesson, by the help 
of Allah, for the Muslims in general. 

I precede these two sections with a small introduction on the subject of the 
caliphate and anything related to it. 

I hope that this book is warmly received by my Muslim brothers, as they 
warmly received my previous book. All praise is due to Allah  that I have full 
confidence in my efforts, for I seek nothing thereby but the pleasure of Allah . 
I ask that this book be a means for attaining wonderful treasure in the Hereafter, 
that it be an inspiration for the Muslims which increases their strength and that 
Allah  sends His help to them.

The following are the works I refer to in compiling this book:

•	 The Ṣaḥīḥ of Abū Aʿbdillāh Muḥammad ibn Ismāʿīl al-Bukhārī al-Juʿfī 
(Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī); the places where he paid particular attention to infor-
mation on the Companions . 

•	 The Ṣaḥīḥ of Abū’l-Ḥusayn Muslim ibn al-Ḥajjāj al-Qushayrī (Ṣaḥīḥ 
Muslim).

•	 Tārīkh ar-Rusul wa’l-Mulūk (‘History of Kings and Prophets’), Abū Jaʿfār 
Muḥammad ibn Jarīr aṭ-Ṭabarī, except for the section of Ṣiffīn because I did 
not have the volume which contains this information (Tārīkh aṭ-Ṭabarī).

•	 Al-Kāmil fī ’t-Tārīkh (‘The Complete History’) Abū ’l-Ḥasan Aʿlī ibn Abī 
’l-Karam Muḥammad, popularly known as Ibn al-Athīr al-Jazarī.
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•	 Tārīkh, Aʿbd ar-Raḥmān ibn Khaldūn al-Maghribī.
•	 Tārīkh, ʿAlī ibn al-Ḥasan al-Masʿūdī, a descendent of ʿAbdullāh ibn Masʿūd 
, the Companion of the Messenger of Allah .

•	 Iḥyā’ ʿUlūm ad-Dīn (‘Vivification of the Religious Sciences’), Abū Ḥāmid 
Muḥammad ibn Muḥammad al-Ghazālī.

•	 Sirāj al-Mulūk (‘The Lamp of Kings’), Abū Bakr Muḥammad ibn 
Muḥammad al-Fihrī aṭ-Ṭarṭūshī.

I have taken upon myself to specify reference sources wherever I see it as impor-
tant, as I am aware of your eagerness for it.

Allah is the giver of success.






