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Translation of Al-Muwatta

Al-Muwatta does not need an introduction as its author, the Faqgih of
Madina, Malik bin Anas. may Allah be pleased with him, is the founder of
the school of hadith and Islamic figh. The maliki madhab is the madhab
followed by the majority of the muslims in north and west Africa and in
some parts of the Arabian peninsula. It is almost certain that most of the
followers of the madhab are from non arabic speaking peoples and that the
majority of these are from areas where the english language is in use.
Therefore the translation of Al-Muwatta into this language is an essential
work 1n that it makes the text accessible to the large numbers of english
speakers in the Islamic world and the west.

This translation features two important advantages: firstly it is a translation
that is not only accurate and honest but also a translation that the english
reader can understand as it is not a ‘literal’ transiation in which the
meaning is lost nor is it a 'free’ translation that deviates from what is
intended, rather it has gathered eloquence of expression (as the translators
are english musiims) and a true rendering of the original meaning (as it
has been checked and corrected by an arabic scholar). Secondly it
contains a complete glossary of all the terms of figh that are used in the
text which facilitates the reader’s use of the book and makes it a reference
book for the student of law in both the Islamic and western schools, and in
universities.

The translation of this book into the english language deserves every
encouragement and support asitisa great weapon for the da“wa to the

deen of Allah It also clarifies the superior qualities of the noble sharia in
the language which is normally used to misiead and distract the reader
from the truth.

May Allah give us success to work in the Way ot His deen and guide us on
the straight path.

Dr Muhammad Abu'l Khayr Zakt Badawi
Director. Islamic Cultural Centre & Central Mosque
London England.
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