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A Thinking “Person’s Guides

By the grace of God, this is the fourth book in the 4 Thinking Person’s

Guides and A Tentative Guides series. This series aims to provide brief,
clear philosophical primers about a number of important topics that

concern every human being, based on the Qur’an and the sayings

of the Prophet Muhammad #. The difference between the two

series titles is that A4 Thinking Person’s Guides are based on general

topics of philosophy, whereas the 4 Tentative Guides have to do

with particular topics of Qur’an, sadith, doctrine and theology. As

these topics require greater caution —because they have more direct

applications, being more devotional and contemplative—the word

‘tentative’ has been adopted in order to claim no decisive authority
in writing them. The whole series also aims to be a sensitive guide to

what other religions and philosophies have written on these topics,
in order to present a complete picture of each topic. People do not

have time to do all the reading themselves —and in fact it takes years

to do so, and usually require a professional academic guide to help

them through the topic—so this series aims to do all the academic

and historical work for them. All that the reader is required to do is

to be willing to think objectively a bit. Finally, in order to be acces-
sible to everyone, the works contain no footnotes or endnotes and

as little technical jargon as possible.
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