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WHEN HEARING BECOMES
LISTENING

Introduction:

Sitting among his fellow Qurayshi chiefs, filled with angst regard-
ing the message of Muhammad, ‘Utbah bin Rabi‘ah noticed the
Prophet ¢, despite the commotion of the traders and worshipers all
around, sitting peacefully by himself near the Kaaba. At that moment
he decided that it was time to take matters into his own hands. “I will
go speak to Muhammad and I will offer him some things. Perhaps he
will accept them and leave us alone,” he said to the others . After gaining
the approval of his fellow chieftains, who were all out of ideas regarding
this new problem, he walked over to the Prophet <2 who was still sitting
reflectively with a captivating presence. ‘Utbah sat before him. “Nephew,
you have honor and a noble lineage among us, and you brought some-
thing grave to your people, through which you have split their ranks,
made them look foolish, censured their idols, and excluded their fore-
fathers. Therefore, listen to me present some things to you that you can
think about, perhaps you will accept some of them.” The Prophet <
looked up at ‘Utbah and said, “Speak, O Aba al-Walid (‘Utbah’s nick-
name), and I will listen.™

In another instance a young man, who was fed up with his father’s
constant requests for financial support, brought his now embarrassed
father before the Prophet of Allah . When the father and son both
arrived, before either party could present their case, the Prophet <
spoke to the elderly man, “As you came here, you were thinking some-
thing to yourself. Can you please share those thoughts with me?”

1. Ibn Ishaq, al-Siyar wa al Maghazi, 207.





