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All the writings of this lowly servant are in reality
due to the combined blessings of the company of our
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‘Arifbillah, Hadrat Mawlana Shah Hakim

Muhammad Akhtar Sahib
(Allah have mercy upon him)

Hadrat Sayyid Ishrat Jamil Mir Sahib
(Allah have mercy upon him)

Hadrat Mawlana Shah

Qamaruz-Zaman Sahib Ilahabadi
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TrANSLITERATION AND HoNor1FIC GUIDE

The transliteration used in our books is to facilitate the pronunciation of Arabic
words using Roman script for the ease and convenience of our readers. However,
this is not meant to be a substitute for learning to properly read and pronounce
Arabic script. Every Muslim should take it upon themselves to learn the rules
of tajwid (proper Qur’anic recitation) from a qualified teacher.
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According to the convention used in our books:

“The Majestic Name, “Allah,” does not take a diacritic.

“The #d marbitah (s) that occurs at the end of some Arabic words is generally
transliterated into English with an “h” at the end of the word, except when it
comes in the names of people in which case it is dropped off.

-Arabic words transliterated into English are italicized except words that
have been adopted into the English dictionary, commonly used words, and
proper nouns.

-To make things easier for our readers, instead of using Arabic plurals, Arabic
words are made plural by adding an “s” at the end of the singular word.
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FOREWORD

Y".V

ALFUOZ LITERALLY MEANS AN UTTERANCE
W'/ (pl. malfizar). In the terminology of the people of
I tasawwuf it refers to the wise sayings of the shaykhs
of the spiritual path. Students would often transcribe the
words and lectures of their shaykhs and compile them into
books. These malfizat or “wisdoms” would often be read in
gatherings, and lessons would be delivered from them.

The earliest precedent for such collections is the memoriza-
tion and transcription of the blessed words of our Beloved
Prophet 4 in the form of padith. Furthermore, as a sup-
plement to the hadith collections, narrators also preserved
the words and anecdotes of the Prophet’s companions and
the pious predecessors that followed after them. For exam-
ple, musannafs of Imam Ibn Abi Shayba and Imam ‘Abd
al-Razzaq & contain hundreds of the farwas (legal verdicts)

and malfiizat of the Sahabah and Tabi‘an.





